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FIDELA is the Interreligious Forum of the Americas (Foro Interreligioso de las Americas). FIDELA
helps to bring together individuals and organizations of faith, that address the issues and hope to be part
of the solution to the problems that the people and the nations of the western hemisphere are facing.

FIDELA is sponsored by Religions for Peace (RfP); the Latin American and Caribbean Council of
Religious Leaders (LACCRL); the G20 Interfaith Forum Association (IF20); Berkley Center for Religion,
Peace and World Affairs at Georgetown University, and Executive Director, World Faiths Development
Dialogue; International Center for Law and Religion Studies (ICLRS) at Brigham Young University
(BYU).

The Organization of American States is the world’s oldest regional organization, dating back to the First
International Conference of American States, held in Washington, D.C., from October 1889 to April 1890.
That meeting approved the establishment of the International Union of American Republics, and the stage
was set for the weaving of a web of provisions and institutions that came to be known as the inter-
American system, the oldest international institutional system.

The OAS came into being in 1948 with the signing in Bogota, Colombia, of the Charter of the OAS,
which entered into force in December 1951. It was subsequently amended by the Protocol of Buenos
Aires, signed in 1967, which entered into force in February 1970; by the Protocol of Cartagena de Indias,
signed in 1985, which entered into force in November 1988; by the Protocol of Managua, signed in 1993,
which entered into force in January 1996; and by the Protocol of Washington, signed in 1992, which
entered into force in September 1997.

The Organization was established in order to achieve among its member states—as stipulated in Article 1
of the Charter—"an order of peace and justice, to promote their solidarity, to strengthen their
collaboration, and to defend their sovereignty, their territorial integrity, and their independence."

Today, the OAS brings together all 35 independent states of the Americas and constitutes the main
political, juridical, and social governmental forum in the Hemisphere. In addition, it has
granted permanent observer status to 70 states, as well as to the European Union (EU).

The Organization uses a four-pronged approach to effectively implement its essential purposes, based on
its main pillars: democracy, human rights, security, and development. FIDELA’s meetings in Washington,
DC continued to focus on these main pillars by having speakers address these four main pillars.
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